
  

  

ARTICLES 
The Antidote to the Undermining of Faith in our Youth 
By Pastor Kevin Van Wyk 

Last month, I addressed the desperate need for good interpretation of the Bible. 

Inaccurate interpretation is dangerous and destructive to the church. Falling on your 

sword or gouging your eye out is not good interpretation. (Read last month’s article).  

 

The best preventative to bad interpretation is solid, biblical theology, and this 

is the next essential qualification for pastoral ordination in the Alliance of 

Reformed Churches and an essential for every Christian. 

 

Unfortunately, theology has largely been abandoned outside the walls of the church 

and too often inside the walls of the church. R.C. Sproul addresses this in his 

introduction to “Everyone’s a Theologian,” where he notes the shift in Christian 

colleges to rename the Theology Department the Religion Department.  

 

“Religion” or “theology”—what difference does it make? In the academic world, the 

study of religion has traditionally come under the broader context of either sociology 

[study of society] or anthropology [study of man], because religion has to do with the 

worship practices of human beings in particular environments. Theology, by 

contrast, is the study of God. There is a big difference between studying human 

apprehensions of religion and studying the nature and character of God Himself… 

After explaining this in my lecture to the faculty, I added that a true Christian college 

or university is committed to the premise that the ultimate truth is the truth of God, 



and that He is the foundation and source of all other truth… We have replaced 

theology with religion.” (R. C. Sproul, Everyone’s a Theologian: An Introduction to 

Systematic Theology (Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2014), 3–4.) 

 

I would argue that we have now replaced religion with liberal/progressive 

ideology, CRT and DEI in particular. These ideologies now reign in public 

colleges, and even the vast majority of private and self-proclaimed Christian 

colleges. If you doubt this, I urge you to read “Surviving Religion 101: Letters to a 

Christian Student on Keeping the Faith in College” by Michael Kruger. While this 

book gets heavy in philosophy, it rightly addresses the false teaching which is 

undermining the faith of our youth. 

 

The influence of liberal ideology is also driving a mass exodus from the public 

schools into private, Christian schools and homeschooling. The exodus continues 

even post-pandemic shutdowns, online schooling, and masking requirements. As 

well, teachers are seeing the approaching storm and heading to safer ground where 

they won’t be forced to teach against their own convictions. 

(See https://www.dailysignal.com/2022/08/09/public-school-system-in-need-of-

major-reforms-or-burial/ & https://nypost.com/2023/11/09/news/conservative-

parents-say-public-school-exodus-will-continue/.) 

NOTE: I am not anti-public school. We are fortunate to be in a community with some 

strong conservative influences on the board and in the classroom, not to mention the 

bold students  who are standing for truth. I am grateful for these influencers who are 

standing strong when culture is demanding compromise. We need to be a light in the 

world, yet we must realize the power of darkness is strong and is happy to prey on 

the innocence of our youth. 

 

This liberal ideology is coming for foster parents like Steph and I as well. The 

training is packed with demands to affirm liberal ideology and silence our Christian 

faith. No doubt, if the nation continues to support the left, policies will be made to 

prevent Christians from fostering at all. 

(https://www.dailysignal.com/2023/11/23/new-biden-rule-reveals-transgender-

movements-endgame-no-dissenting-parents-allowed/)  

 

So, what’s the antidote to the undermining of faith in our youth? Theology. That 

is, thoroughly understanding what the Bible teaches us about God and every other 

issue. 

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fref.ly%2Flogosres%2Fevrynsthlgn%3Fref%3DPage.p%2B3%26off%3D1282%26ctx%3Dings%2Bof%2Bthis%2Bworld.%250a~After%2Bexplaining%2Bthi&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878419540%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yLXo6%2Bo%2FjgQW%2FSbIDdsfBLJNkYkOY%2FI0ZV6GIXdG8%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fref.ly%2Flogosres%2Fevrynsthlgn%3Fref%3DPage.p%2B3%26off%3D1282%26ctx%3Dings%2Bof%2Bthis%2Bworld.%250a~After%2Bexplaining%2Bthi&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878419540%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yLXo6%2Bo%2FjgQW%2FSbIDdsfBLJNkYkOY%2FI0ZV6GIXdG8%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailysignal.com%2F2022%2F08%2F09%2Fpublic-school-system-in-need-of-major-reforms-or-burial%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878435752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xr2hJ3HCNmAWT4rKnOZzvL5HFWt5d%2BnLyiQDbdJ%2B%2BE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dailysignal.com%2F2022%2F08%2F09%2Fpublic-school-system-in-need-of-major-reforms-or-burial%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878435752%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=6xr2hJ3HCNmAWT4rKnOZzvL5HFWt5d%2BnLyiQDbdJ%2B%2BE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnypost.com%2F2023%2F11%2F09%2Fnews%2Fconservative-parents-say-public-school-exodus-will-continue%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878444069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0DBBT7KJaVutLds0NsCktufTG5Y%2BLUpk%2FAolulab%2BTc%3D&reserved=0
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“…theology is collecting and integrating all of the critical passages relating to a topic 

so as to gain not only a full, but also a balanced, systematic understanding of all that 

the Bible has to say about it.” (Jay E. Adams, “Theology,” The Practical 

Encyclopedia of Christian Counseling (Cordova, TN: Institute for Nouthetic Studies, 

2020), 178–179.) 

 

In seminary, I took three semesters of Systematic Theology and then had to write a 

60-page paper on my beliefs/theology. The courses were presented with a complete 

history of each theological point and overloaded my brain quickly. I wish they had 

given me R.C. Sproul’s book mentioned above, Wayne Grudem’s “Christian Beliefs”, 

or Greg Ogden’s “Discipleship Essentials” which we used for a sermon series 2 

years ago. These resources help build a foundation to build on. From there, I 

recommend Michael Horton’s “Pilgrim Theology” or John Frame’s “Systematic 

Theology.”  

 

Theology is not just for pastors! Everyone is a theologian. Some are terrible 

(Hitler) and some are amazing (Calvin), and the rest of us are somewhere in-

between. Scripture demands that “we must progress beyond the elementary 

instructions about Christ and move on to maturity…” (Hebrews 6:1 (NET 2nd 

ed.) God is calling men and women, young and old to step up and build a solid 

theological foundation that can withstand our culture’s deception and rightly present 

the gospel.  

 

As a church we must be equipped to equip our youth to face the challenges coming 

at them. We cannot become content in theological mediocrity. So, join me in building 

a solid theological foundation and equipping others. 

 

PRACTICAL NEXT STEPS: 

I’ve already mentioned some great books above, but I am guessing some of you 

would prefer video or audio. So, here are some more options which increase in 

depth and difficulty from basic to more advanced… 

1. Doctrine by Francis Chan. https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/581  

2. The Five Solas of the Reformation by Ranjit 

David https://app.rightnowmedia.org/en/content/details/747428  

3. THE 101 - Christian Basics on Christian Leaders 

Institute https://study.christianleaders.org/mod/url/view.php?id=78736.  

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fref.ly%2Flogosres%2Fprctclncycnslng%3Fref%3DPage.p%2B178%26off%3D1940%26ctx%3Dost%2Bprofound%2Bsense%252c%2B~theology%2Bis%2Bcollecti&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878460416%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8Tyr81pSRWhxM86W6WI2eq83oQNkqAnHgPJUZi%2BKHwc%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.rightnowmedia.org%2Fen%2Fcontent%2Fdetails%2F581&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878468156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jRHF9SaJz0QlKtDTzGrcB6h0fguXUvFkl%2FSDCQagYfc%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.rightnowmedia.org%2Fen%2Fcontent%2Fdetails%2F747428&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878475697%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mdvZeszLLZ8iuC31O5vvBYkIJ8QDRDnBZTNOXx98k7o%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudy.christianleaders.org%2Fmod%2Furl%2Fview.php%3Fid%3D78736&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878483109%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4ZXxBeAg0fTstKBPv98kcaYT9xifOIakL8F7xH%2Bq3Ek%3D&reserved=0


 

4. Systematic Theology lectures by Wayne 

Grudem https://www.waynegrudem.com/category/audio/systematic-theology. 

Not sure what would be best for you? I’d be happy to talk with you about it. 

 

MY PRAYER 

May God give you a deep desire to learn the truth and establish a solid theological 

foundation “that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured.” 

(Colossians 4:12) 

   

  

Equipping Children & Families Update 
By Lynnae Loomans 

As we start the month of December thinking of all the presents to buy and our 

schedules getting busy with family gatherings and sports there are a couple 

reminders: 

• Dec 13th - No bible class (there is K-5th grade Sunday School Christmas 

program practice 6-7:30pm) 

• Dec 17th is the Christmas Program at 6:30pm 

  

Reverse Offering Stories 
A few weeks ago the Deacons left ten $100 bills in the pews for people to use to 

bless others.  Here are a few stories of how those gifts were used: 

• A couple who was a guest in our church received the money and used it to 

give to the Senior Class during the Thanksgiving Food Scavenger Hunt.   

• Another family used the money to purchase hats & mittens to donate to Rock 

River Intermediate School.  There is always a need for warm winter gear for 

the students. 

• A couple brought the money to the Waupun Food Pantry to inquire about 

needs.  A lady was there who had gotten behind on her rent so the money 

was given to her and she used it to pay her landlord. 

MESSAGES 

I'd like to thank everyone for their thoughtfulness through calls ,prayers,cards, food 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waynegrudem.com%2Fcategory%2Faudio%2Fsystematic-theology&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878490066%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=aJ1hi9pptGw0fHfv2mX3I7wBlekw3OR%2B6lmwfSKnzeg%3D&reserved=0


 

brought in, visits from Pastor Kevin & elders with communion. I appreciated 

everthing so much. Wonderful to be part of such a great church community. 

-Sharon DeMotts 

 

Brandon and Waupun food pantries are VERY thankful and happy with all of the 

donated items they received. 

Thank you from Terry and Denise 

 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards and support during Paul's hospitalization.  He is 

home now, on oxygen 24/7 and has several months of recovery ahead.   Your 

thoughts, calls & rides to Madison were greatly appreciated. 

 -Paul and Deb Bruins 

 

Thank you for the box of candy.  I'll be enjoying one piece for the next 15 days. 

-Joyce Van Buren 

 

  



 

EVENTS 

 

 

  

NEWS 



Baptism: 

11/5/23 - Sadie Hibicki 

 

Covenant Partnership: 

11/12/23 - Cameron Jahn 

11/12/23 - Jensen Jahn 

11/12/23 - Tehya VanLoo 

  

UPDATES 

  

Alliance (Global) Update 

Asking for feedback and suggestions on Organizational Convictions/Unifying Beliefs 

Working with Chemistry Staffing (regarding finding pastors) and Northwestern 

College (regarding Pathways).  

Pray for international churches that are facing persecution. 

Check out their thanks giving message 

here… https://mailchi.mp/allianceofreformedchurches/save-the-date-for-the-first-

alliance-gathering-15639233?e=1adb09d309  

 

Check out the quarterly financial report here... 

https://mcusercontent.com/837d36eb773c13416d30e1d16/files/de19f861-3a9c-

22e5-a19b-5de3b9b45cee/November_2023_letter_to_Alliance_partners.pdf  

 

Midwest Network Update 

The Upper Mississippi Network (eastern Iowa and western Illinois) is launching out 

of the Midwest Network on Jan. 1. Seth will continue to keep the relationship healthy 

and mutually beneficial. 

  

Midwest Network Prayer 

We pray for the churches that are without pastors right now. 

We pray for the churches and leaders in the Ordination Pathways. 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fallianceofreformedchurches%2Fsave-the-date-for-the-first-alliance-gathering-15639233%3Fe%3D1adb09d309&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878497401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5fHYiKrK0JXeUSEsy0DrUpggrrvZo%2F1uJXyqVX8kanM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fallianceofreformedchurches%2Fsave-the-date-for-the-first-alliance-gathering-15639233%3Fe%3D1adb09d309&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cd1295d4142c64ea94d2508dbf0292d74%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638367831878497401%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5fHYiKrK0JXeUSEsy0DrUpggrrvZo%2F1uJXyqVX8kanM%3D&reserved=0
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We pray for the Upper Mississippi Valley Network being worked on in the Network. 

We pray for the staff and leaders of our Network. 

We pray for the November Network meeting in Worthington.  

We pray for God to be with the various ways prayer will be present at the Network 

Meeting. 

We pray for prayer movements to start and grow throughout our Network and the 

UMV. 

We pray for the nominations for Vice President. 

We pray for the people coming to the Network Meeting. 

We pray for the breakout sessions at the Network meeting.  

We pray for our Admin team and the things they are working on.  

We pray for trust and accountability to be built in the relationships of our Network. 

We pray for Chemistry Staffing to help churches find pastors.  

We pray for the pastors and leaders facing struggles right now.  

We pray for the churches transitioning into our Network and the Alliance. 

We praise God for raising up leaders in our Network. 

We praise God that he is on the move. 

We praise God for filling vacant churches. 

We pray that God will raise up a CEO to lead the Alliance. 

  

 


