
  

  

ARTICLES 
Pathways to Maturity - Poop & Leadership 
By Pastor Kevin Van Wyk 

“Be diligent in these matters [watching your life, doctrine, and ministry]; give 

yourself wholly to them, so that everyone may see your progress.” (1 Timothy 

4:15 NIV) 

  

In July’s newsletter, I explained that I am thrilled to see the Alliance organize 

pathways toward ordination. I get that most of you have no desire to be 

ordained, but you should have a desire to be mature, and the pathways to 

pastoral ordination lays out the foundational competencies for ministry 

leadership really well. In the coming months, I will walk through the major areas 

of spiritual maturity outlined by the Alliance, so that you can take steps to 

progress toward maturity and become more like Christ. 

  

In August, I covered Spiritual formation and now we will hit 

on Leadership/Administration.  

  

The Alliance Pathway has 12 Leaders/Administration competencies to be 

“certified” in this area. There are three competencies to be ordained. (Anyone 

who is ordained in the Alliance is expected to have an intentional plan to 

complete the other competencies and be certified.)  

  

The three core Leadership/Administration competencies might be 
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summarized as submission, tech, and strengths.  These are the three 

essentials for any pastor. I’d say they are essential for elders, deacons, and 

church staff too. But they are also worth developing for everyone. Let's 

consider each one.  

  

Submission and Servant Leadership: 

I am learning submission. We’ve jumped into foster care with a desire to submit 

ourselves to Christ. For us that is owning the call in Scripture for us to care for 

the orphans and widows (James 1:27). It also involves a surrendering to the 

Spirit’s nudge and a call to us to step up and take in some kids.  

  

At a practical level this is harder than we imagined (and more rewarding). 

Ladies, don’t mock me for this… but this morning, Stephanie was discipling a 

couple ladies on Zoom and I was left to get our adorable 4yr old and 14month 

old going. I had to resist my to-do list and just focus on giving kids attention. 

Now, I love this time, yet everything in me says “go, get work done.” So that 

was hard enough, but then the diaper started to smell. I hate diapers. No really, 

my stomach churns and I nearly toss my cookies. But, I submitted to Christ and 

served my wife (who does nearly all the diaper changing) and changed that 

diaper. I gagged a bit, but learned a bit more about truly having a servant-

heart, as well. 

  

Consider some of the questions from the Alliance Pathways on 

submission… 

1. Do you submit to Jesus Christ?  What are some specific ways you have 

submitted (or are submitting) to His almighty will in your life? 

2. Do you submit to those in positional authority over oneself?  What are 

some specific ways you have submitted to those who have a position of 

authority over you?  Name at least two persons, including someone in 

ministry. 

3. Do you submit to fellow Christians in mutual submission?  What are 

some specific ways you have laid down your will to other Christians who 

do not necessarily have a claim to authority over you? 

  

The Pathway gives this challenge… Devote four specific days to 

submission.  For each day, concentrate on what it means to submit to a certain 



person you will be with that day.  Without telling the person, consider ways to 

submit to them.  At least one of those days should be committed to submission 

to someone in positional authority over you (e.g., a boss, a parent) and one day 

someone who is not (e.g., a Christian in your care, a subordinate employee, a 

friend). Record what you learn about submission when you are actively, 

voluntarily submitting yourself to another person. 

  

Office Technologies:  

I love that this is a requirement for ordination, even though I feel more and 

more inept in this area. Software apps are changing constantly and they are 

never getting more simple. They add features and options, hiding the things 

you want behind three dots or some other stupid icon.  

  

I confess, today, I wasted time trying to post a video on Facebook and finally 

had Megan, our office manager, come in and help. She quickly pointed me in 

the right direction and got it done.  She says it worked, but I’ve not seen the 

post.  

  

Tech can be incredibly frustrating, but if you want to have any influence 

or even a relationship with the next generation, you must use 

technology. So, show some humility and ask a kid to help you learn how to 

use your phone.  

  

Stephanie’s mom just learned to set up some text groups, so she can regularly 

text grandkids to pray for them. You can do this! Learn some new tech, so you 

can increase your influence and share the good news. 

  

Awareness of Personality, Gifts, Strengths:  

Exhibiting an awareness of one's own personality, spiritual gifts, and team-

related strengths, is another essential for ministry. If you don’t know about 

yourself, you’ll waste time doing things others can do better and faster.  

  

Fortunately for you, Alto Reformed Church has a fabulous tool for this. We’ve 

purchased surveys for you that cover all three of these areas, so it’s free to you. 

Check it out at www.altoreformedchurch.org/discover-your-strengths.html. If 

you have already done these assessments, then dig into the 

results. AssessMe.org gives great insight into your specific personality, gifts 

and leadership style.  It’s not as painful as changing a poopy diaper - in my 
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opinion. 

  

These three core competencies are good for pastors and good for you. So 

I urge you to learn something about submission, tech, and your strengths this 

month, so you can have a greater impact on your world. 

  

PRAYER: Lord, help me grow as a leader. Remind me to serve others with 

humility, always submitting to your will. Help me understand technology and be 

willing to learn. Guide me in knowing who I am so I can serve most effectively 

for your kingdom. Amen. 

  

The Promise Keeper 
By Jessa Ter Beest 

 Youth Group Theme:  

The Promise Keeper 

Acts 4:12  

There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven 

by which we must be saved. 

  

In a world where promises are broken and truth is hard to find, our students 

need to know that Our God is The Promise Keeper. Here are some of the 

promises we’ll be talking about in youth group this year.  

  

God promised that if we search for Him we will find Him (Deuteronomy 4:29). 

He is not playing hard-to-get. “Our God is near us whenever we pray to him” 

(Deuteronomy 4:7). 

  

God promised that His love will never fail (1 Chronicles 16:34). He is faithful in 

every way. 

  

God promised blessing for all who will delight themselves in His Word (Psalm 

1:1–3). Simple faith has its rewards. 

  

God promised salvation to all who believe in His Son (Romans 1:16–17). There 

is no greater blessing than the free gift of God’s salvation. 

  

God promised that all things will work out for good for His children (Romans 
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8:28). This is the broader picture that keeps us from being dismayed by present 

circumstances. 

  

God promised comfort in our trials (2 Corinthians 1:3–4). He has a plan, and 

one day we will be able to share the comfort we receive. 

  

God promised peace when we pray (Philippians 4:6–7). His peace is protection. 

It will “guard your hearts and your minds in Christ.” 

  

God promised to supply our needs (Matthew 6:33; Philippians 4:19). Not that 

we get everything we want, but our needs will be taken care of. We are more 

valuable than the birds, and our Heavenly Father feeds them (Matthew 6:26). 

  

Jesus promised rest (Matthew 11:28–30). Burdens are lifted at Calvary. 

  

Jesus promised eternal life to those who trust Him (John 4:14). The Good 

Shepherd also promised to hold us securely: “No one will snatch them out of 

my hand” (John 10:28). 

  

Jesus promised His disciples power from on high (Acts 1:8). In this power, they 

“turned the world upside down” (Acts 17:6). 

  

Jesus promised that He will return for us (John 14:2–3). From then on, we will 

be with Him always. 

  

There are many more promises of God that could be listed. All of them find their 

ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ. “No matter how many promises God has 

made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ” (2 Corinthians 1:20). 

  

Equipping Children & Families Update 
By Lynnae Loomans 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the Alto Fair Fun Run. Thanks to the 

church for sponsoring it. Now it's time to get back into the routines and 

schedules of school, sports, and church activities. Bible class begins 

Wednesday, Sept 6th from 6:45-7:30 and Sunday School begins Sunday, Sept 

10th at 10:45-11:30. I'm so excited to see everyone and start the year off. 

Thanks to all my volunteers this year who are taking the time out of their busy 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FRom%25208.28&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SuYchZQeI%2FniXXAXxznF7lcpgq8GPP1vfmK%2FnyFclMk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2F2%2520Cor%25201.3%25E2%2580%25934&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yEL8rKX2dc2nuMwXweuLhPX7A5k1ckY7coWuKM%2FvlPo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FPhil%25204.6%25E2%2580%25937&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uW7cqTjGOm%2FEtX0H2xlxV1ZHqAMRb%2BDhqR6K4ySToBk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FMatt%25206.33&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KCKI94dFNATiFhOC3bum1rYhjPmeN8p6L0oQbGZ6m6E%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FPhil%25204.19&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DU8tHAsQE7L3q405l7kmq1fb%2F0hx07XYOimFoalj44Q%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FMatt%25206.26&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hjZYyQ3TdB4ymwetJPz5BYMXF1HFJWregkpPfnT%2FHfo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FMatt%252011.28%25E2%2580%259330&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9ofkYd4AElOQqjnLH5OBNzU%2FRwS8t6ld%2BEKNvsA9q5I%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FJohn%25204.14&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1j1GdWEMracsm1MvYqNeNuHtaq%2Fupqm1Fhf2pXFMIQQ%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FJohn%252010.28&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838410848%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=WGzNHWf%2B3eN%2FKOqA4Qbpl9yy2eilxSYxqnZwlnuDjKk%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FActs%25201.8&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838567106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ACslHYGgkw1SfhPfy3m6UHAYRmZ4y%2F5njDQBKtJ6mug%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FActs%252017.6&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838567106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=E3d3eotJXx3EqFEHWsBDrKXvVtSjQjmCm8pyhCE3yqg%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2FJohn%252014.2%25E2%2580%25933&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838567106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RtDC3OYsG2X2zSwnG%2BMzhZbCyPXV48I4lIuPgB6X3vM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiblia.com%2Fbible%2Fesv%2F2%2520Cor%25201.20&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3989c434b0d44fd8baaf08dba7e3bec9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638288368838567106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nRRv4iQCY0MU2LE7SQpj6hmKfB9jIPs86ahJBOQiGbM%3D&reserved=0


 

lives to help these children grow closer to Christ. 

  

 

MESSAGES 

The Golden Lifers will begin their year with breakfast at 9:30am on October 4th 

at Go Dutch Solutions - all are welcome.  Carl VanderKooi will lead us in a 

study on The Attributes of God starting on October 11 at 9:30am in the 

Consistory room. 

We'd like to thank Pastor Ted for his many years of leading in Bible study. 

You've been a blessing to us. 

 

Thank you to all those who sent cards and visited me but most of all for your 

prayers.  A big thank you to those who helped me move.  All was so much 

appreciated.  God is good. 

-Marilyn Westerveld 

 

Psalm 121:1-2 I lift my eyes to the hills – where does my help come from?  My 

help comes from the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth. 

A sincere and blessed thank you for all the helpers, visitors and prayers that 

have been bestowed upon mom and our family recently and throughout the 

many years that our family has been a member of this special church family. 

Mom does not always remember the visits or calls, but she really appreciates 

them in the moment and her face lights up. All the beautiful cards she receives 

are hung up on her door so she can look at, and read, them often. Thank you 

for all the blessed moments, visits, calls, cards, gifts and prayers. 

With spiritual love,   

Annice Hopp and family 

 

  



 

EVENTS 

 

 

  

NEWS 

Births: 

8/21/23 - Amity Kay, daughter of Ryan & Breanna VandeZande 

  

UPDATES: 

Alto Staffing Progress: 



 

The position is now posted and Slingshot is receiving applications. You can 

share this link with potential 

applicants…  https://slingshotgroup.qwilr.com/Profile-Alto-Reformed-Church-

Associate-Pastor-Waupun-WI-Twigg-hcpEvXELT9qb  

 

Also, Ashlan Bruins will be stepping into our Intern position this fall. The staff is 

very excited to have her involved! 

  

Alliance Cluster & Network: 

On July 26, Kevin, three elders, and others from the Wisconsin Cluster joined a 

meeting of the Upper Mississippi Valley Cluster as they began to organize as a 

Network. We were being invited to join them. On August 29, Our Wisconsin 

Cluster met to discuss this and other matters. We concluded that we did not 

have a compelling reason to shift from the Midwest (previously called the 

Dakota) Network. We’re excited about the work in both groups and trust they 

will be working together. For the time being, we will keep connecting with the 

Midwest Network.  

  

We are excited for some other developments too… Faith Reformed Church in 

Wisconsin Rapids installed Jeffery Visser as their pastor this past week and 

First Reformed (Waupun) hired Wyatt Guell as their youth director. 

  

Alliance Gathering: 

Marty and I enjoyed the event in Denver and came away encouraged about 

many things going on in the Alliance. You can watch videos of the whole thing 

here https://arc21.org/packet.  

  

 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslingshotgroup.qwilr.com%2FProfile-Alto-Reformed-Church-Associate-Pastor-Waupun-WI-Twigg-hcpEvXELT9qb&data=05%7C01%7C%7C50ef34e4e03b467ab9c608dba969ae5f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638290043598671036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B%2Bi2anmZR%2FP%2BMHXF91zvEMurDhm9YyDfIRrPWxiE1p4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fslingshotgroup.qwilr.com%2FProfile-Alto-Reformed-Church-Associate-Pastor-Waupun-WI-Twigg-hcpEvXELT9qb&data=05%7C01%7C%7C50ef34e4e03b467ab9c608dba969ae5f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638290043598671036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B%2Bi2anmZR%2FP%2BMHXF91zvEMurDhm9YyDfIRrPWxiE1p4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farc21.org%2Fpacket&data=05%7C01%7C%7C50ef34e4e03b467ab9c608dba969ae5f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638290043598671036%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FIxaaEM3lOmXqj57jyQCSIiOAyH9WBR3W8%2FGdnhYsCs%3D&reserved=0

