
 



We Approach God 
Welcome & Announcements 
 
1st Sunday of Advent:  Joy 
 
Praise Singing 
 “Joy to the World!” Hymn #135 
 “The First Noel” Hymn #131 vs 1, 2, & 6 
 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Hymn #133 
 
Congregational Prayer  
 
Special Music – Addalyn McDaniel 
 “Messiah” 
 

We Hear God’s Word 
Children’s Message 
 
Message – Getting Ready for Christmas Day 
Scripture – Matthew 24:36-44 
 

We Respond to God 
Prayer 
 
“How Great Our Joy!” Hymn #157 vs 1 
 
Blessing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you are newer to Alto Reformed Church, we invite you to fill out a Connection Card, located at 
the entrance to the sanctuary, and turn it in at the Fellowship Kitchen for a small gift. 



This Week’s Events 
Nov 30  8:30am – Prayer Meeting 
  9:30am – 1st Sunday of Advent, Pulpit Supply: David VanBuren, Special Music – 

Addalyn McDaniel 
            10:45am – Sunday School 
Dec 1  7:00pm – Deacon Meeting 
Dec 2  8:00am – Prayer Meeting 
  9:30am – Women’s Bible Study:  Genesis 
  6:30pm – Elder Meeting:  If you are interested in baptism or partnership, please 

contact Pastor Randy or Megan. 
Dec 3  9:00am – Staff Meeting 
            12:00pm – Golden Lifers Potluck 
  5:15pm – 5th Grade Christmas Program Practice 
  6:20pm – Sonshine Singers, Jr Choir 
  6:30pm – Mixed Choir 
  6:45pm – Bible Class, Mama Bear Apologetics 
  7:30pm – High School Youth Group, Men’s Chorus 
Dec 5  7:15am – Before School Bible Club at WAJSH 
  9:00am – Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
Dec 6  9:00am – Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
Dec 7  9:30am – 2nd Sunday of Advent, Pastor Randy, Men’s Chorus 
            10:45am – Sunday School 
            11:30am – High School Praise Team Practice 
  6:30pm – Middle School Youth Group 
To view the church calendar, go to www.altoreformedchurch.org 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.altoreformedchurch.org/


Bulletin Board News 
Offering may be placed in one of the three white offering boxes located in the lobby, may be 
given online, or through autopay.  For more info or to set up autopay, please contact Megan. 
Upcoming benevolent schedule:  11/30 Missionary Salary, 12/7 Awaken Kids, 12/14 Missionary 
Salary, 12/21 Waupun Food Pantry.  If you feel led to give specifically towards the Improvement 
Fund, please put your check in a separate marked envelope in one of the offering boxes.   
 
Congrats to Jim Stelsel as he celebrates his 87th birthday on December 1st. 
 
Congrats to Alvin Harmsen as he celebrates his 88th birthday on December 2nd. 
 
Congrats to Faye Janey as she celebrates her 82nd birthday on December 4th. 
 
AMEN articles are due today. 
 
Love Offering – We will be giving a love offering to multiple anonymous recipients.  A second 
offering will be collected each week in Sunday School class (parents, please explain to your 
children that one offering goes in the regular offering and the other should be given to a Sunday 
school teacher).  You may also donate by placing your offering in a labeled envelope in one of the 
white offering boxes through Dec 24th.  You can find more info in your church mailbox.  
 
Christmas Card Distribution will run Nov 30th-Dec 21st. As a fundraiser, the youth group 
students will pass your Christmas cards out to the church mailboxes so you don’t have to! This 
fundraiser will help raise proceeds for spring and summer events. There will be a table in the 
Lobby with a box to put the cards in, and a donation box which we minimally ask for what would 
have been spent on stamps. Any further donations are gratefully appreciated. 
 
Golden Lifers Potluck – Golden Lifers please bring a dish to pass for the potluck on 
Wednesday, December 3rd at noon.  Dessert will be furnished.  Our guest speaker will be Jill 
Stone, niece of Joyce Van Buren, sharing on her recent trip to Israel. 
 
K-5th Grade Christmas Program Practice – As a reminder, all Kindergarten through 5th 
graders have Christmas program practice Wednesday, December 17th at 6-7:30pm.  We will do a 
full run-through of the program. 
 
Mixed Choir Cantata – December 21st at 9:30am the Mixed Choir will present the cantata: 
“Gloria…The Wonders of His Love”. 
 
Sunday School Christmas Program – Join us on Sunday, December 21st at 6:30pm as the 
PreK-5th graders present the Christmas program “Building Christmas”.   
 
Christmas Eve Service – Join us at 4pm on Wednesday, December 24th for the Christmas Eve 
service.   
 
 



Christmas Carol Sing – First Reformed Church (422 W. Franklin Street, Waupun) will be hosting 
their annual Christmas Carol Sing on Sunday, December 7th at 6pm.  Join in an evening of 
singing Christmas Carols and enjoying a wide variety of special musical selections performed by 
area musicians.  A free will offering will be received for the Waupun Holiday Help Program.   
 
A Morning in Bethlehem – Kids are invited to join us for A Morning in Bethlehem on Saturday, 
Dec 6th from 9-11am, at Trinity Church (524 Carrington St, Waupun)! We are heading back in 
time to Bethlehem the morning after Jesus was born where we will visit shops in the market, help 
the shepherds herd their sheep, and visit the stable where Jesus was born. A pancake breakfast 
will be served from 8:30-9am (optional). This experience is for kids ages 3 years old-6th grade. 
Questions? 920-324-2400--Megan Bruins 
 
Christian Home Remembrance Service – The Christian Home of Waupun will be holding a 
remembrance service December 13th at 2pm for those that were part of the Christian Home’s 
community and have departed from this Earthly Realm to Glory in the last year.  We will be 
holding this in the Chapel Area of the Christian Home. If you are family or were close to one or 
many of these individuals and would like to be part of this gathering, we ask that you contact Rev. 
O’Donovan at 920-324-7632 or by email at john.odonovan@ccchristianhome.com so we can be 
assured that we have room for everyone. 
 

 
Opportunities to Get Involved 

Wednesday Night Opportunities for Children/Youth –1st-5th graders are invited to Sonshine 
Singers (kids choir) from 6:20-6:45pm and 6th-8th graders are invited to Jr Choir at 6:20-6:45pm.  
All 1st – 8th graders are invited to attend Bible Class from 6:45-7:30pm.  High Schoolers are 
invited to Youth Group from 7:30-9pm.  
 
Wednesday Night Opportunities Adults – Adults are invited to Mixed Choir from 6:30-7:30pm 
and Men’s Chorus from 7:30-8:30pm or the women’s book study at 6:45-7:30pm. 
 
Sunday Opportunities – Sunday school is available for everyone 3 years old – adult.  
Preschoolers should meet in the Sunbeamers room.  K-5th grade should go to the basement for 
their snack (do not take a snack from upstairs) and singing and then break off into their 
classrooms.  6th-High School should meet in their classrooms.  Any age adults can meet in the 
Consistory Room for Sunday School studying Ecclesiastes.  Middle School Youth Group meets in 
the Youth Room at 6:30-8pm. 
 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing – We are looking for bell ringers for Fri, Dec 5th and Sat, Dec 6th at 
Piggly Wiggly.  Please sign-up at the Information Center or contact Darryl Navis for more details.  
Seating is available.  
 
Caroling – On December 7th, middle school youth group will be caroling to our shut-ins from 
6:30-8pm. Come and be a blessing through song. We will have hot cocoa and fellowship at 
church afterwards. 
 
 

mailto:john.odonovan@ccchristianhome.com


 
 
 

Praise: Lord Jesus, we praise you for giving your life for our sin. We thank you for taking the 
punishment we deserve to reconcile us to God. We exalt you above all else & praise your name. 
Repent: Father, forgive us for rebelling against your Word and pursuing evil. Forgive me for 
dabbling in the sin of _________________… 
Ask: Holy Spirit, lead us and guide us into your mission. Give us a clear vision of what you desire 
for our church and for me, personally. Direct me in prioritizing what matters most. Help me 
accomplish your vision without losing track of the greater mission. 

• Guide our Consistory in every decision, so that your mission will be pursued and lives 
transformed by your grace and truth.  

• Stir up a conviction in our political leaders to support life, liberty, and justice. Uncover evil and 
deception in our leaders that they may lead us toward truth. 

• Protect the vulnerable, strengthen the oppressed, encourage the weak, and bring peace to 
embattled nations. 

• Bring healing, strength and peace to those listed below as they face challenges each day. 
Renew their hearts, minds, and bodies to continue to live faithfully in this world. 

Yield:  I will maintain a life of prayer, study your Word, participate in the Lord’s supper, gather 
with believers regularly, use my spiritual gifts and financial resources to further the mission of 
Jesus through the local church, live a life pleasing to you and accept the spiritual guidance of the 
church leadership. 
  

 
 
 

P - praise R - repent A - ask Y – yield 

Missionaries:  Bob & Amy Abel – Remember Nhu, Steve & Amanda Bialy – Converge, Chris 
Briggs – CCCD, Andy Lickel – InterVarsity, Jersey & Preston Sheldon – Overland Missions, 
Scott Ritzema – Youth for Christ 
 

Healing: Friends and family 
with cancer, undergoing 
treatment, hospitalized, 
recovering from 
surgery/illness, etc:  Amy 
Abel, Barbara Gordon, Andy 
Greenfield, Dave Henker, Jim 
Parrish, Dave Rumley, Dale 
Schultz, Jean Stelsel, Jim 
Stelsel, Jodi Vande Berg, Carl  
VanderKooi, Jean Vande 
Zande, Ron Vande Zande, 
Matt Van Hise, Harold 
VanRuiswyk, and Tom 
Winscher. 

Shut-ins: Members in assisted 
living, nursing homes or those 
confined to their 
home:   Charleston House:  
Brian Hemp  Christian Home: 
Renee Bruins, Paul Elenius, 
Sharon Harmsen, Bob Kastein, 
Geraldine Loomans, Barrie & 
Ardyce Tenpas, Kay Vande 
Zande, Marilyn Westerveld 
Christian Homestead:  Bev 
Kastein Hillside Manor:  Faye 
Janey Home: Marion Tolsma 
Markesan Resident Home:  
Margaret Hoekstra Prairie Ridge: 
Annice Hopp, Eleanor Loomans 
 

Military Personnel:  
Aaron Zeatlow, stationed 
in Las Vegas;  
Sebastian Hoenisch, 
stationed in North 
Carolina, grandson of 
Larry & Gloria Mulder;  
Matt Saunders, nephew to 
David Grulich & Rosemary 
Tschinkel 
Griffin Boldt, Texas, 
nephew to Joel & Pamela 
Ruis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK… Pray for Emryn Grace Horvath, granddaughter of 
Chip & Rhonda Horvath. 


